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To overcome prepared speech
—Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) —

Adachi the sixth Junior High School Masanori Konno

Three functions of Output in second language learning
—noticing, hypothesis formation and testing, and metalanguage —

Long time ago, when | began to teach students at a new school, one of the students
asked me whether the sentence was grammatically correct in order for her to notice
the correct form of the feature. | was surprised at her guestion because the sentence
was easy, besides she was really good at English. Schmidt (1990) asserts that once
consciousness has been raised, a number of learners are able to notice the structures
in subsequent meaning-focused activities.

Leamers may use their output as a way of trying out new language forms and structures
(hypothesis) so that they can stretch their interlanguage (i.e the learners’ current
second language proficiency). To have students produce language may serve the
language learning through hypothesis formation and testing (Swain, 1985). According
to Swain’s Output Hypothesis (1985), second language acquisition is promoted by
learners being pushed to produce language that is accurate and precise. Swain (1985)
asserts that for grammatical accuracy to develop, it is necessary for learners to both
become aware of form-meaning relationships and receive feedback on their output using
the forms to create meaning. In addition, if learners can discuss the language they are
producing (metalanguage), such talk wil improve accuracy and enable them to gain
some more control over their learning, thereby accelerating their language acauisition
(Swain, 1995).

Focus on form and focus on forms

in order for learners to achieve high accuracy in their use seems to be challenging.
Consequently some form-focused instruction is needed for learners to achieve accuracy
as well as fluency for their acauisition of the target language (Rutherford and Sharwood
Smith: 1988). A forms-focused lesson often takes the shape of reading a short text,
and then explaining one or more grammar points, doing some structural exercises and
some communicative exercises. This type of teaching method takes PPP (present-
practice-produce) approach. This approach is called ‘focus on forms’ . However if form-
focused instruction on particular items of the target language involves only isolated,
dril-ike practice in non-communicative contexts, the learner may not be able to transfer
the explicit grammar knowledge to authentic contexts which involve meaningful
interaction. Therefore it has been criticised although this approach seems needed. One
criticism is that correctly manipulating grammar does not automatically lead to effective
communication. Therefore Long (1988) distinguishes between a ‘focus on forms' and
‘focus on form' . The former refers to approaches mentioned above based on a focused
grammar structure approach. The latter, on the other hand, refers to drawing learners’
attention to linguistic forms and the meaning they realise in a context of activities in
which the learmers’” primary focus of attention is meaning.



To overcome prepared speech— Task Based Language Teaching (TBLT) —

| have been aiming to incorporate second language acquisition theory and to introduce
communicative activities which can encourage students to negotiate their own meaning
in English more often, rather than only regurgitate English from simple practice and
drills. Focus-on-form activities combine well with a task-based syllabus (Ellis: 1994),
which needs to focus learners” engagement on carrying out communicative activities.
They can be effectively integrated into task work in the classroom (Long: 1991).
TBLT has been proposed for language instruction. A core component of fluency-based
pedagogy in my class is task-based learning. Grammar task performance can instruct
learners, increase their awareness of the target forms, and provide reinforcement for
noticing how instructed features are used in meaning-focused contexts (Fotos, 2002).
Tasks can provide the learner with target language input which is rich in communicative
usages, and task performance provides opportunities for the type of learner interaction
suggested to promote language acquisition (Fotos, 2002). Based on the principle of
TBLT (Willis, 1996), the aim of the task is to create a real purpose for language use,
providing the learners with the task to have negotiation of meaning with the teacher in
English,

In my class, the first graders were reauired to tak about “his/her friend and daily life”.
Their goal is to speak more than 60 words, with more than three guestions to ALT
within a minute. After their talk, they were encouraged to reflect on their performance
in order to identify aspects of their utterances which required modification. Post-activity
feedback correcting errors and pointing out how the target form has been utilized in
context has been recommended for enhancing accuracy (Ellis, 1994). Such feedback
enables learners to “notice the gap” between the target language they want to
produce and the limitations of their current interlanguage. Error correction and feedback
should also be regarded as an important tool in the noticing process. The result after the
task showed that approximately 71 percent of the students achieved the goal.
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